
Namakwa Flower Tips
Dear Guest/Visitor 
We would like to share a few travel tips with tourists who plan a holiday 
or weekend breakaway in the number one flower-watching tourist 
destination in South-Africa.
Our flower season is from 1 August to 1 October. Because visitors/
tourists have no idea when the flowers will bloom each year, we 
monitor the weather and natural landscape very closely for the first 
signs of spring and report on the progress of the flower season as soon 
as the first Namakwa daisies appear, the first sign that Namakwaland is 
unfolding its spectacular “carpet of colour”. 
As much as the Namakwa daisies herald the arrival of spring, the end 
of the flower season is introduced by the “arrival” of Namakwaland’s 
famous purple vygies. And while the vygies are showing off their vibrant 
colours, the Namakwa daisies are sowing their seeds in preparation for 
the next flower season.
To keep visitors to our region up to date with the latest flower 
information, Namakwa Tourism issues a flower-update every six days 
during the flower season. Tourists can call the Namakwa flowerline at 
079 294 7260 between 07:30 and 16:15 from Monday to Thursday, and 
on Fridays between 07:30 and 15:00. 
Tourists are also more than welcome to call our office during the 
so-called low season months for advice on how to plan trips for the 
upcoming flower season or for any other tourist-related advice. 
We look forward to welcoming you in our region.

Popular Flower Viewing Spots

» Nababeep
» Nourivier 
» 10 km on the road to Baievlei (Garies turn-off to Hondeklip Bay)
» Namaqua National Park 
»  Along the N14 outside Springbok
» Springbok town centre 
» Droëdap Road on the route to the Kokerboom Nursery near 

Springbok
» Along the road between Komoggas and Maatjieskloof near the 

Naries Retreat 
» Okiep town centre 
» On the road to Port Nolloth 
» Handjieskraal near Kharkams 
» N7 between Garies and Kamieskroon 
» Groot Hoog on the road between Okiep and Concordia 
» Road between Springbok and Bergsig 
» Nouheep farm near Kamieskroon 
» Farms in the Nieuwoudtville area 
» Papkuilsfontein 
» N7 between Springbok and Steinkopf  
» Loeriesfontein 
» Matjiesfontein 
» Bakleikraal 
» Steinkopf in the Klipfontein area 
» Goegap Nature Reserve 
» Concordia 
» Hantam Botanical Garden 
» Calvinia

Flower maps

» Namakwa/West Coast maps are available at all tourism 
offices, restaurants, accommodation establishments, filling 
stations and tourists stalls in the Namakwa/West Coast 
region.

» Maps are also available: 
» in national parks like the Namaqua National Park, 

Richtersveld and Tanqua Karoo National Park.
» in nature reserves like the Goegap Nature Reserve,  

Oorlogskloof Nature Reserve and others.
» at the Hantam National Botanical Garden.

Other advice to tourists

» Please book your accommodation in advance.
»  The Namakwa flowerline is open from 1 August to 1 October 

between 08:00 and 20:00 seven days a week. 
»  The flowerline is closed on public holidays within the flower season 

such as Women’s Day in August and Heritage Day in September. 
» Most towns along the flower routes have filling stations.
» Most towns along the flower routes have banks and/or ATMs.
» Most towns along the flower routes have mobile phone reception.

What to wear when watching flowers

» Long pants when walking in the field.
» Comfortable shoes.    
» Hats/caps to protect against the sun.

Tips when watching flowers

» The flowers are open between 11:00 and 15:00.
» The sun must be out for the flowers to open. 
» The day temperature must be at least 18˚C.
» Flowers do not open on rainy or overcast days.
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Namakwa Tourism Calvinia
PO Box 220, CALVINIA, 8190

Tel no. 027 341 8100
Fax no. 027 341 8139

Email: tourismcalv@namakwa-dm.gov.za
Website: www.experiencenortherncape.com

www.namakwa-dm.gov.za
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Private Bag X20, SPRINGBOK, 8240

Tel no. 027 712 8034/35/36/54
Fax no. 027 712 1421

Email: tourismsbk@namakwa-dm.gov.za
Website: www.experiencenortherncape.com
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NAMAKWA FLOWERLINE@ 079 294 7260

Camping Tips
1. Use foam floor tiles for a softer, more comfortable tent floor.
2. Point a head lamp into a jug of water for an instant lantern.
3. Paint the inside of a jar with non-toxic glow-in-the-dark paint for an 

easy DIY lantern.
4. Familiarize yourself with what the poisonous plants look like.
5. Bring a tick deterrent.
6. Make stokbrood over the campfire.
7. Use Tic-Tac boxes to store spices.
8. Make candle stakes for romantic nighttime lighting.
9. Invest in solar-powered lights.
10. Use a belt and hooks to hang up pots and pans.
11. Take a mini first-aid kit along.
12. Make a portable washing machine with a plunger and a bucket.
13. Forgo the meat marinade and put the rosemary right on the coals.
14. Add bundles of sage to a campfire to keep mosquitoes away.
15. If you’re going to be hiking in unfamiliar and unmarked areas, use 

biodegradable trail-marking tape.
16. Keep the kids busy with a scavenger hunt.
17. Use a bucket and a plastic milk crate as an emergency toilet.
18. Cotton pads dipped in wax are an easy way to make portable 

firelighters.

19. If your backpack or sleeping bag smells musty or damp, place a wrapped 
cake of soap inside to get rid of the smell.

20. Fluff you sleeping bag to create the maximum loft thus offering maximum 
warmth.

21. Don’t overdress when using a sleeping bag or you’ll sweat, and moisture 
greatly diminishes the effectiveness of the bag. 

22. Place newspaper under your sleeping bag to provide extra insulation. 

23. If your water bottle smells musty, add four teaspoons of baking soda, shake 
well and allow to stand for about an hour, then rinse.

24. If you are using butane gas and the air temperature drops below 1˚C, the 
butane will not gas. To get it to do so, shake the cylinder. A better idea is to 
use propane all year round.

25. Use as many disposable products as possible (plates, cups, utensils, etc.) and 
clean-up will be quick and easy.

26. Dip your matches in nail polish to waterproof them. 

27. Pack your toilet paper in a used tin then snap on the lid to keep it dry. 

28. Cut a hole in the bottom of a black bag to get your head through, it makes 
for a good emergency poncho. 

29. Block ice works well for the food cooler - it will last longer. Crushed/cubed 
ice is good for the drinks cooler.

30. Empty out the water from your cooler at least daily to help preserve ice 
and for sanitation reasons as blood from meats can be carried by the water, 
contaminating other foods.
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Distance Chart
Beaufort West 594 350 463 316 276 1224 590 950 497 652 1290 392 650 549 756
 Bloemfontein 979 1008 220 346 628 546 410 175 415 770 680 982 577 316
 Calvinia 418 350 460 1438 978 1176 710 666 1520 826 336 402 805
 Cape Town 779 762 1640 1057 1426 958 1085 1779 756 565 820 1160
 Colesberg 143 881 518 638 284 522 964 454 859 460 486
 De Aar 980 557 744 305 547 1132 520 813 426 507
 Durban 663 598 842 1082 698 925 1640 1243 807
 East London 992 750 990 1214 300 1360 960 920
 Johannesburg 466 520 358 1060 1275 870 380
 Kimberley 238 832 752 810 405 202
 Kuruman 873 990 669 265 140
 Nelspruit 1373 1540 1144 741
 Port Elizabeth 1290 912 954
 Springbok 404 813
 Upington 403
 Vryburg


